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the twelve apostles, we allude to them only as they were when our LORD was on earth. Afterwards even in the restricted sense, there were more than twelve. But both while there were hut eleven, and afterwards when there were more, they were called the twelve, as the name of their college, so to speak; as the LXXII translators of the Old Testament into Greek are called the LXX.
APOSTOLIC, APOSTOLICAL, something that relates to the Apostles, or descends from them, Thus we say, the apostolical age, apostolical character, apostolical doctrine, constitutions, traditions, &c. In the primitive church, it was an appellation given to all such Churches as were founded by the Apostles, and even to the Bishops of those churches, as the reputed successors of the Apostles. These were confined to four; Rome, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. In succeeding ages, the other Churches assumed the same quality, on account, principally, of the conformity of their doctrine with that of the Churches which were apostolical by foundation, and because all Bishops held themselves successors of the Apostles, or acted in their respective dioceses with the authority of Apostles. The first time the term apostolical is attributed to bishops, is in a letter of Clovis to the council of Orleans, held in 611, though that king does not in it expressly denominate them apostolical, but apostolicd sede dignissimi, highly worthy of the apostolical see. In 581, Gun tram calls the bishops assembled at Mac?on apostolical pontiffs. In ^progress of time, the bishop of Rome increasing in power above the rest, and the three patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, having fallen into the hands of the Saracens, the title apostolical was restrained to the Pope and his Church alone. At length some of the Popes and St. Gregory the Great, not content to hold the title by this tenure, began to insist, that it belonged to them by another and peculiar right, as the successors of St. Peter In 1049, the country of Rheims declared, that the Pope was the sole apostolical Primate of the Universal Church. Hence a great number of apostolicals; apostolical see, apostolical nuncio, apostolical notary, ^apostolical chamber, apostolical brief, apostolical vicar, &c.